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INTRODUCTION 
WARNINGï Before using this product you should read this manual and those 

manuals supplied by component manufacturers applicable to this product. 

This manual is supplied as a reference to required maintenance of the product. Failure to 

use and maintain the product in accordance with what is outlined in this manual may affect 

your warranty.  

Incorrect and/or insufficient maintenance may cause product failure resulting in property loss, damage 

or injury or death. Maintenance intervals are guidance for normal use, extreme use may require shorter or 

additional maintenance intervals. 

Manual content does not imply. express or other any warranty, the owner should read the limited  

warranty terms included in this booklet.  

Before using this product, you should be certain your tow vehicle is suitably rated and equipped to tow the 

product safely and legally. The trailer and vehicle pairing must we within the safe ñMaximum Towing 

Capacityò, ñBall Weight Capacityò and ñGross Combination Massò as stated by the vehicle manufacturer. 

WARNING: BALL LOADING (DOWNWARD LOAD ON TOW HITCH) MUST NOT EXCEED 300KG OR THE 

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE LOAD BY THE VEHICLE MANUFACTURER OR TOW BAR RATING, WHICH EVER IS 

THE LOWEST. Exceeding these limits may result in an accident causing serious injury or death and/or 

property damage. 

It is important to load your camper correctly to distribute weight evenly and achieve a suitable ball weight load and 

prevent loading in a manner that can cause a camper to sway and/or roll excessively left and right. The optimum ball 

weight on a camper is between 9 and 11% of the total camper weight.  

Terminology & Abbreviations 
Ball Weight: The downward load exerted on the tow point of the vehicle by the trailer 

Tare Weight: The total weight of the unoccupied, unladen trailer ready for use with all included fitments from the 

supplier. Empty water tanks. 

ATM (Aggregate Trailer Mass): The total mass of the laden trailer when carrying the maximum load recommended by 

the manufacturer. This includes any mass imposed upon the drawing vehicle when the combination vehicle is resting 

on the horizontal supporting plane. 

GTM (Gross Trailer Mass): The mass transmitted to the ground by the axle or axles of the trailer when coupled to a 

drawing vehicle and carrying its' maximum load approximately uniformly distributed over the load bearing area. 

GCM (Gross Combination Mass): This is the total allowable combined mass of tow vehicle and trailer as determined 

by the tow vehicle manufacturer 

Camber: Camber angle is the measure in degrees of the difference between the wheelôs vertical alignment 

perpendicular to the surface. If a wheel is perfectly perpendicular to the surface, its camber would be 0 

degrees. Camber is described as negative when the top of the tyre begins to tilt inward towards the chassis rail. 

Toe In/out: Negative toe, or toe out, is the front of the wheel pointing away from the centreline of the vehicle. 

Positive toe, or toe in, is the front of the wheel pointing towards the centreline of the vehicle. Toe can be measured in 

linear units, at the front or rear of the tyre, or as an angular deflection. In the case of MDC products, the ñtoe inò is 

measured in millimetres at the front of the tyre from the chassis rail. 
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Video Tutorials 

Handover Video 
The handover video explains using all the features of your Cruizer High Side. View the video prior to using the camper. 

Scan the code or view at https://youtu.be/XIY3-xWHTjI  

Set Up Guide Main Tent 
This video explains setting up the camper and main tent 

Scan the code or go to https://youtu.be/6j8d3eOuxNc  

Awning Set Up Guide 
This video explains setting up the annex roof/awning 

Scan the code or go to https://youtu.be/LT-f_kGcMzY  

Setting Up Annex 
This video explains setting up the annex walls and floor 

Scan the code or go to https://youtu.be/0LKymU5e7Rs  

Packing Up Guide 
This video explains packing up your camper 

Scan the code or go to https://youtu.be/xlkh9gVlgts  

https://youtu.be/XIY3-xWHTjI
https://youtu.be/6j8d3eOuxNc
https://youtu.be/LT-f_kGcMzY
https://youtu.be/0LKymU5e7Rs
https://youtu.be/xlkh9gVlgts
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Store Locations 

QUEENSLAND 

Brisbane 

3/711 Beaudesert Rd 

Rocklea QLD 4107 

Caboolture 

4 Boeing Place 

Caboolture QLD 4510 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Sydney 

178-180 Hume Hwy 

Lansvale NSW 2166 

Newcastle 

Unit 1, 2364 Pacific Hwy 

Heatherbrae NSW 2324 

VICTORIA 

Melbourne 

126 Canterbury Rd 

Kilsyth South VIC 3137 

Campbellfield 

1551 Sydney RD 

Campbellfield VIC 3061 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Welshpool 

18 Bellows Rd 

Welshpool WA 6107 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Adelaide 

1246 South Rd 

Clovelly Park SA 5042 

 

 

Contact Details 

NATIONAL TOLL FREE WARRANTY HOTLINE SPARE PARTS 

1300 4X4 4X4 

1300 494 494 

1300 MDC CARE 

1300 632 2273 

1300 MDC PARTS 

1300 632 72787 
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ABOUT YOUR CAMPER 

Specifications 

 

LENGTH 5.3m 

TENT COLOUR Khaki / Sand 

HEIGHT (HIGHEST) 2.8m 

DRAWBAR 120 x 50 x 3mm RHS extended 

TOWBALL WEIGHT Approx. 179kg 

TARE WEIGHT Approx. 1580kg 

ATM  2000kg 

SIZE CLOSED 2,100 x 1,800 x 725mm 

OPENED 5,100 x 1,800 x 2,250mm 

STYLE Hard floor - forward fold  

SUSPENSION Independent suspension with dual shock absorbers, trailing arm and coil spring 

WHEEL/TYRE INFO 4 x Brand new 16ó (Toyota 6 stud pattern) alloy wheels and mud terrain tyres 

STONE GUARD Stone guard & stone tamers 

BRAKES 4WD 12ó electric with hand brake 

GAS CYLINDERS 2 x 4kg gas cylinder holders 

KITCHEN CONSTRUCTION Thetford stainless steel Argent 4 burner hob deluxe cooker 

fridge slide  Capable of holding up to 80L Engel / 110L Evakool 

WATER TANK 120L poly tank with 3mm alloy bash plate with 12V electric pump 

HOT HEATER Country Comfort LPG gas instant ð 6L p/m, not plumbed  

BATTERIES 3 x 100amp 12V deep cycle batteries 

INVERTER 600W modified Sine 240V inverter 

STEREO SYSTEM Kenwood stereo & speakers 

solar  180W folding solar panel 

JOCKEY WHEEL 10ó Swing-up and lockable 

STABILISER LEG 4 x heavy duty lockable and adjustable drop-down 

LIGHTS LED submersible taillights  and number-plate light  

CHARGER Projecta 15A 7 stage full auto 240V charger 

HITCH ADR 62/02 Poly block off road hitch (360 degrees) 

TENT A huge 22sqm of living space if tent and annex set up 

TENT size 4.2m x 1.8m 

TENT height  1.8m (lowest) - 2.8m (highest) 

CANVAS 

16oz Sherpa Close weave canvas with double stitching throughout. Tropical roof included 

standard. All stress points reinforced. Additional seam tape on roof to further prevent water 

ingress. YKK zippers 

MATTRESS BED BASE SIZE Innerspring queen size mattress included 

 1.95m x 1.65m 

POLES Galvanized steel poles, dia19/22/25mm 

WINDOWS  Mosquito & midge proof netting  

*All weights do not include gas bottles, jerry cans, annex walls & roof.  
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Bearings and Seals 

   

Bearings are a consumable item should be removed, inspected and repacked with grease every 5,000km and 

replaced every 10,000km as best practice. See maintenance schedule for guidance. 

Bearing Number: Inner Bearing 25590 

Cone: 25520 

Outer Bearing: 25590 

Cone: 25520 
Seal: 55 x 85 x 12 

 

Fridge Fitting Chart 
  

Dometic/Waeco Engel Evakool Bushman Ironman ARB Kickass 

CFX-28 MT35FP RF60 35L 30L Elements 60L KA61 

 CFX-35 MT60FP* RF85 45L  35L  

CFX-40 MT60FCP* RF40   60L  

  RF47     

  TMX35     

  Glacier 30     

 

Hitches 

Towing with Trucks 
If you intend to tow your caravan with a truck or heavy commercial vehicle you should fit a hitch system to minimise 

the lash effect of the commercial suspension and distance from the rear axle to the tow point. Truck suspension can 

be harsh, particularly in off road conditions. The long distance between the axle centre and the point of attachment can 

be quite long further exacerbating the effect putting stress on components. 

Using a shock absorbing hitch will reduce the effect considerably. 
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Hitch 

Polyblock 

Pre August 2020 models are fitted with an ADR compliant Polyblock Off-Road hitch. 

It is important to maintain and inspect the hitch regularly as per the maintenance 

schedule. The hitch should be attached to the vehicle tow bar as pictured with the 

spring loaded òTó pin in place and the òRó clip inserted below. Always use the correct 

size tongue so that the Polyblock receiver cannot twist or rotate on the tongue. 
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DO-35 Coupling 
August 2020 models onward are fitted with a Cruisemaster DO-35  

How to Hitch your coupling 
 

Here is a short guide on how to safely use your coupling to couple and uncouple the 

trailer from the towing vehicle.  

 

 

Make sure the handbrake is applied prior to coupling and uncoupling. 
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Make sure the dust cap is securely connected to the bump cover. This is done by locating the rear lip on the dust cap 

onto the groove of the bump cover and then pushing it in a downward motion until the dust cover is secure (there 

should be a slight click when it has been assembled correctly) Test if the dust cover is connected to the bump cover by 

applying a slight upward force to the dust cover, it shouldnôt separate.  

This procedure should be applied if you are uncoupling or coupling up. 
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Coupling 
 

STEP 1 

Push down the button (1) and push the locking mechanism back (2). When the locking mechanism (2) is all 

the way back, release the button (1) locking the plate in place 

 

STEP 2 

Offer up the tow pin to the coupling making sure the tow pin cover is removed and there is no visible debris on 

it. Locking plate should be in unlocked position as shown. Lower the coupling onto the tow pin.  
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STEP 3 

Make sure the tow pin is seated inside the universal and the tow pin top is sticking out of the locking 

mechanism (see below). Press the button (1) to release the locking mechanism there will be an audible 

locking noise at which point the mechanism will return to the initial position as shown in step 1. Verify the pin is 

correctly through the mechanism and assemble the cap. If the cap will not fit check the locking mechanism is 

in the correct locked orientation. 

 

Detail view of pin through locking mechanism. 
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Uncoupling 
 

STEP 1 

Push down the button 1 and push the locking mechanism back 2. When the locking mechanism is all the way 

back release the button while holding the mechanism to ensure it does not spring back to the locked position. 

 

STEP 2 

Lift the coupling up off the tow pin.  
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Canvas Care 

Seasoning the Canvas 
The process of seasoning your canvas before use is an important one but fortunately an easy process. This process is 

best done on a warm sunny day with no rain expected. 

¶ Set up your camper and annex with all doors and windows zipped up and closed 

¶ Using your garden hose apply a light spray of water over all the external canvas areas. Wet out the canvas 

without allowing water to pool in any section then allow to dry thoroughly. 

¶ Repeat the process of wetting and allowing to try another 2 times. 

¶ On the third wetting check for any leaks in the canvas particularly along the seams. If a seam is weeping water 

through, allow the canvas to thoroughly dry then apply a wax stick along the area of the seam. This is done by 

lightly rubbing the wax stick over the area. Once applied wet the canvas and check again. NOTE: It is not 

unusual for seams that arenôt able to be seam sealed with tape to weep after seasoning. This is not a 

reflection of canvas or workmanship but simply a characteristic of canvas tents. If the leak persists, contact 

your MDC customer representative. 

Protecting Seams and Screens 
Seams: When erecting any canvas tent, it is vitally important that you donôt stress the canvas by overtightening when 

adjusting the poles. The most common cause of damage to canvas is over tensioning. Adjusting the tent should give 

the canvas good shape but the material should be relaxed. If you can see the stitching exposed in a seam, then the 

canvas is under strain and the pole should be backed off.  

Screens: Fly mesh screens are vulnerable to damage by poles rubbing against it. When packing up your camper it is 

important to close windows with both inner and outer canvas zipped up thus protecting the mesh. Never leave door 

screens rolled up when packing your camper as this can cause harsh creases and damage the screen. Mesh damage 

by owner misuse is not a warranty issue. 

Zipper Care 
Few parts of your camper work as hard as zippers particularly if you have young children. To get the maximum service 

life from zippers there are precautions and maintenance you can do. 

Never force a zipper. If it jams or becomes difficult back it up and start again ensuring the two rows are feeding evenly 

into the slide without one row having much greater weight of canvas than the other. Avoid having doors half zipped 

when the tent is in use. Leaving the slide in a poor position while the door canvas flaps around or people access the 

door pushing the canvas out of the way can loosen and damage the teeth. Always fully open or close the entry doors 

on your tent. 

Dry lubricant spray is a great way to make zipping up your tent easier. Apply a light coating of dry lubricant along the 

length of the zipper as needed. 

Protecting from Mould 
Mould is very difficult to clean once a tent is affected. 

There are several ways you can prevent the 

occurrence of mould on your canvas.  

Never leave your camper packed away wet. If you 

must leave a campsite with wet canvas be sure to 

open and dry out your tent thoroughly at the very first 

opportunity when you get home. Mould can develop in 

just a couple of days so donôt take the risk. 

When packing up even a dry tent it is important to check under the mattress that there is no build-up of condensation 

overnight. Body heat on a mattress can create enough temperature difference with the exterior for moisture to form 

under it. If left unchecked this can cause mould when your camper is stored. Bird droppings can damage your canvas 

due to the Ph level. Always clean off any animal dropping as soon as possible. 

When storing your camper between camping trips it is recommended you pack a couple of moisture absorber packs 

into your camper. On soft floor campers these are best placed beside the mattress, on hard floor camper they should 

be packed inside the main body. Using these packs is critical in tropic regions due to the humidity as when the inside 

temperature of the camper drops overnight, the moist air can turn into condensation which in turn will cause mould.  
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Setting up your Camper 

 

Choosing a Spot to Set Up 
When choosing a spot to set up your camper, start with a flat area with no overhanging trees. Birds and bats 

occupying trees can defecate leaving droppings on your camper that can damage paint and canvas and leaves and 

sap can also taint the canvas. Ensure you are not camping in an area prone to flooding or with bad drainage in the 

event of rain. Even the slightest hollow in the ground can put you in a mini lake. In hot weather if possible, set your 

camper up so the sunôs arc goes from front to back or back to front with the annex/awning in the general direction the 

sun is arcing across. Doing this will keep the bulk of the camper in shade and the inside cooler as it will be protected 

by the tropical roof and shaded by the awning. 

 

Levelling Your Camper 
The stabiliser legs on your camper/caravan are not designed for supporting the full weight of the trailer, they are there 

to stabilise it once it is level. Using your stabilisers as a lifting mechanism will void your warranty as will extending 

them with a ñrattle gunò or ñimpact wrenchò.  Levelling front to back can be done by raising and lowering the jockey 

wheel prior to adjusting the stabiliser legs. Getting the trailer level from left to right should be done with drive on 

stepped ramps as illustrated below. Once levelled the legs can be lowered to keep the trailer stable. On soft ground 

you may want to use timber sole boards under the stabiliser feet. 

 

 

Site Power 
The Projecta charger in your camper requires a 10amp power source and can be connected via an extension lead to 

any 240v domestic power point. Never leave power leads coiled when in use, lay the lead out back and forward in a 

manner that wonôt be a trip hazard or risk damage to the lead. If the site power is not RCD protected it is 

recommended to use a portable RCD device. 

 

Setup Guide 
Follow link or scan code to view video set up tutorial 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f312b1F7iI4 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f312b1F7iI4
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Pole Diagram 
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Preparing for Bad Weather 
Modern camper tents are designed with a roof height to accommodate taller people. The trade off with this kind of 

design is the pitch of the roof is not always steep enough for water to run off effectively in heavy rain. To better 

prepare for wet conditions it is necessary to increase the pitch of the awning/annex roof by lowering the corners 

furthest away from the main tent. This should be done to the degree that water cannot pool on the roof. Additionally, in 

soft floor campers it is advisable to lower the back-corner pole opposite the bed and furthest from the annex to ensure 

water canôt pool on the main tent.  

Canvas is not designed to store water. Water pooling can stretch and damage canvas and in extreme cases bend the 

supporting poles of the camper. This is considered storm damage and is not covered by your camper manufacturer 

under warranty. 

Lower the annex corner poles as seen in the diagram to increase the fall and evacuate water quickly. Ensure guide 

ropes are adjusted accordingly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














































